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may only aggravate the accident and render relief more
difficult. The skill of the veterinary surgeon should be
applied to the case as early as possible, in order to preserve,
not only the mother, but also the offspring. Often the veteri-
narian is not appealed to until great damage has been done
by the owner, his servants and neighbours, or the empiric, and
valuable time lost. The case then may be one of extreme
difficulty or hopelessness from exhaustion or injury.
Uterine Inertia.
Occasionally protracted labour, where all the appearances
are otherwise normal, is observed in emaciated, puny, and
frequently old animals, which are debilitated from lack of a
sufficient or nutritious diet, from prolonged lactation or over-
work, or are worn out by chronic wasting disease. It may
also, but rarely, be due to congenitally feeble development
of the uterine muscular fibres, and to diminished contractility
of these by overdistension of the uterus during pregnancy.
The inertia may be primary or secondary. In the first form
the labour pains are feeble from the beginning, while uterine
inertia when secondary occurs at a later stage because of
undue delay in parturition or following upon much manipula-
tion. The symptoms are frequent and comparatively shallow
inspirations, feeble and infrequent straining, weak pulse,
restlessness, and other symptoms of suffering and extremely
slow progress in birth. The uterine contractions will be
found to be weak if an examination be made through the
vagina. The os is often more or less dilated. It is not un-
common in the bitch, sow, and ewe, is occasionally noted in
the cow, and is rare in the mare.
The great danger of this affection is that the foetus may die
as the result of detachment of the placenta and become
emphysematous. This is a frequent cause of mortality
among ewes.
Such cases should be given time, and stimulants, such as
strychnine, ammonia, or alcohol, should be administered.
Pituitrin has come into general use as a valuable stimulant to
the muscular wall of the uterus, where there is no obstruction
and the os uteri is dilated. It is given by intramuscular